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EDITORIAL 
 
We had a great turn out for the village litter pick, as you 
can see from the photo above, and between us covered 
all the roads in the village.  Thank you to everyone who 
helped to keep our village clean and tidy. Thanks to Andy 
Burt for organising this and to Mid Suffolk Council for 
providing equipment. 
 
Please keep sending in your articles, and it would be great 
to get some more of your photos in the Messenger along 
with any items of local interest. 
 
Please send anything you want included in the December 
edition to the email address below by the 15th of 
November. 
 
Best wishes 
Diana 
 
 



Monday Toddlesong for 0-4 years  - 09:30-11:30 - Salvation Army Hall 
Tea and Toast 08:45 - Salvation Army Hall 

Tuesday ‘610’ Children’s Club – 18:00-19:00 - Salvation Army Hall (term time only) 
Carpet Bowls – 14:00 – Baptist Church Hall (open to all) 

Wednesday Tea and Toast 08:45- Salvation Army Hall 

Thursday Lunch Club at the Salvation Army – 12:00-13:00 – open to all 

Friday Friday 21st Craft Club – 19:00 - Salvation Army Hall 

Sunday Services at 11:00 (including ‘Superbook’ Kids Group) and 18:00  (Family Service) 

REGULAR VILLAGE EVENTS 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS - WW1 Armistice Day Celebration   
 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY Celebrations 
 
On Sunday November 11th there will a service of Remembrance at St. Andrew’s Church, Norton 
at 10.45am. During the service we shall observe the two minutes silence in memory of those 
who fell in the First World War, and indeed the many others who have perished in wars since 
then. The names of the men of Norton who died in that war will also be read out. 
 
After the service refreshments will be available and there will be a chance to look at some of the 
photos and memorabilia on display in the church. This display will be open from Saturday 
10th November from 10am until 4pm and the following week until Friday November 16th. Do 
come along and have a look and perhaps add anything you may have or some information 
regarding the men whose pictures are on show. If you have anything to contribute before then 
please get in touch with either Martin Wood or David Burt. 
 
With many thanks 
 
Martin Wood   01359 242367 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 NORTON CEVC  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

At the time of writing, the Autumn Half Term holiday is nearly upon us. The weather has taken a 
distinctly autumnal turn and, after a typically jam-packed first six weeks, it is time for a well-
earned break for children and staff alike. Looking back over the last month, it has been pleasing 
to note the variety of sporting activities that have provided so many children with an 
opportunity to take part and challenge themselves.  
Following the success of September’s residential visit, Year 6 were out again, attending a 
transition event at Thurston Community College. Several primary schools came together for a 
morning of outdoor adventurous and problem-solving activities, led by sports leaders from the 
high school. The children were split into groups with those from other schools and challenged 
both to introduce themselves and learn some new names and faces; then, the events were 
under way. This was the first of many transition events of the year, which aim to ensure the 
children are ready for the step up to secondary school. 
A week later, Year 6 took part in a cross-country running event at Stowupland High School. All 
children completed the 2km course, and one of our girls, the first to finish, made it to the finals 
event at the Royal Hospital School in Holbrook. Then it was the turn of a group of Year 3 and 4 
pupils headed off after school to Ixworth Free School to participate in a tag rugby event. The 
children mixed with those of other schools to develop some key skills, such as passing and 
running with the ball. 
Just last week, dance coaches from Premier Sports, providers of both curricular and extra-
curricular sports activities to the school, put all the children from reception to Year 6 through 
their paces. The theme for this exciting enrichment day was Divali, the Hindu festival of light, 
and each class learnt and performed a dance of celebration. 
Aside from sport and games, Key Stage 2 children headed over the road to the Norton Baptist 
Church on the 4th October, coming together in the always eagerly-anticipated celebration of 
harvest. The service, which included a presentation by Captain Andrew Jarrold of the Salvation 
Army, proved very thought-provoking with some sobering facts about poverty at home in Britain 
as well as around the world. Accompanying a presentation by each of the Key Stage 2 classes, 
songs and prayers were offered by the children, with a collection of non-perishable food items 
being sent to Gateway Foodbank 
On a personal note, it was a privilege to attend a recent talk at Pakenham Church, introduced by 
Chris and Angie Dawkins, by Thomas Shavu from the Diocese of Kagera in Tanzania. Thomas, 
who had visited classes back in September, told of the climate change, deforestation, extremes 
of drought and torrential rains, and the genocide in neighbouring Rwanda, all of which continue 
to impact immeasurably on the people of Kagera. The school has a historic link with this diocese 
which we now look forward to developing further. 
While events and projects such as we have seen over the past month continue to add colour to 
our curriculum, it has also been good to note how well each class has been settling down to the 
day to day routines and ways of working of their new teachers. The children are exercising all 
their learning muscles but busy timetables mean that there is still a lot be covered before 
Christmas - very soon, the half term break will seem like a distant memory!  
Peter Mabbitt 
Deputy Headteacher 



NORTON WI NOVEMBER NEWS 
 

Who doesn’t love Dahlias? Well, for several years they were very much out of fashion, criticized for being too ‘blowsy’. 
What a ridiculous thing to say about a flower! Latterly however, they have made quite a comeback, espoused by people 
like Sarah Raven and others. As our speaker in October said ‘what other flower gives you such a long flowering period, 
from June to November, and in such a variety of forms and colours?’. Who was this devotee of the dahlia? Peter Watts, 
of course. Many of you will know Peter and his lovely garden, and indeed, buy his flowers in season. As well as the 
dahlias he also grows wonderful chrysanthemums, much longer lived flowers than the dahlias, whose life is brief but 
glorious. Thanks to Peter for his talk and for the lovely flowers he brings to the meeting to sell. Peter spoke mostly about 
his life in gardening, spending his last ten working years at Little Haugh Hall with Colonel and Mrs Fyfe-Jamieson. 
  
Previous residents of Little Haugh Hall were the Royce-Tomkins family. Mrs Royce-Tomkins was the founding President 
of Norton W.I. and remained its President for many years. Recently I have had some old memorabilia given to me by Jill 
Dutton and the family of Roger and Jan Skerry, but nowhere is there a photo of Mrs Royce- Tomkins. If anyone has a 
picture of the lady I would be very pleased to either give it a home or make a copy of it. 
  
Our next meeting is on November 5th at 2pm in the Baptist Chapel Hall and the speaker will be Malcolm Crowe and his 
subject will be ‘Puppets’ which should be very interesting. The competition for November is to design and make a 
Christmas card, which may be quite a challenge. 
 We don’t meet in December as we usually go somewhere for a Christmas Lunch and our January meeting will be on the 
8th of that month and will feature ‘Fun and Frolics’ 
  
If you would like any more information please get in touch with our Secretary Val Ford on 01359 233320. Helen Taylor. 
 
 
  
 
SALVATION ARMY NEWS 
  
Sunday  Services at 11am & 6pm  
   (Family service/Breakfast 4th November - 10.45am)                                                                                                                  
Monday  ‘Tea & Toast’ 8.45am            
         Toddlesong 9.30am-11.30am  
Tuesday          ‘610’ Children’s Club 6-7pm      
Wednesday     ‘Tea & Toast’ 8.45am-9.30am 
Thursday   Cameo Lunch Club 12noon – open to all ages 
Friday 16th   Craft Club 7pm  - Crafting for all abilities                                 
  
Remembrance Sunday 11th November There will be no morning service at the SA as we will be 
joining in a united service at Norton Church. 
 
Christmas Fayre  Saturday 10th November 12 noon Lunches, wreaths and gifts - see poster for 
details. 
 
Saturday 1st December our popular film afternoon. This year we're showing 'Star‘ - doors open 
at 3.30pm and it's FREE! 
  
  
 For more information about services or events at the Army contact Captains Andrew & Jackie 
Jarrold on 01359 240787. 
Email: admin@nortonsalvationarmy.org.uk                  Find us on Facebook for the latest news 
  
 
  
                           



ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH. 
 (Part of the Benefice of Pakenham,  

Norton & Tostock, with Great Ashfield,  
Hunston & Stowlangtoft) 

  
Priest-in-Charge: Revd. Katherine 

Valentine  
Tel: 01359 235095  

Email: katherine@kavalentine.plus.com 
 

Our beautiful and ancient church is open 
daily for visitors and for private prayer. 

 

November 2018 
  
   4th                        8am   Holy Communion 
                                 9.30am for 10am family@church at Pakenham POPPIES 
  11th                      10am Act of Remembrance at War Memorial 
                                10.45am Remembrance Service 
  18th                     11am   Morning Prayer                                                                                       
  25th                     9.30am   Family Communion 

 DEANERY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
28th October 6pm 

This service is to give thanks for all the hard 
work that has gone on in the past 3 years in re-
organising the benefices of Stanton, Badwell & 
Walsham, and our own benefice of Pakenham, 
Norton & Tostock, with Great Ashfield, Hunston 
& Stowlangtoft, and the appointment of all the 
Priests-in- Charge in these benefices as Rectors. 
All are welcome to this Deanery Celebration, 
and to share in some special refreshments 
afterwards! 

9.30am for 10am  - St Mary’s Pakenham 
SUNDAY 4TH NOVEMBER - POPPIES 
SUNDAY 2ND DECEMBER - CHRISTINGLE 
Breakfasty refreshments & Crafts available from 
9.30am  This service on the first Sunday of every month 
is run by the whole benefice and is the opportunity for 
all our villages and families to join together in worship 
and get to know each other.  
Look out for the invitation coming through your door! 
  

 Norton Coffee Morning  Wednesday November 21st 
10.30am- 12noon 

The next coffee morning is at The Rectory - The Orwell, Woolpit Rd. Please park 
in the Salvation Army car park.  Come and enjoy a coffee/tea with old friends 
and make some new ones too! All welcome. 



 ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH EVENTS 
  

PILGRIM - a course for the Christian Journey 
5: THE CREEDS - Continues on Wednesdays in November at 2.30pm 

 at Poppy Cottage, Fen Rd, Pakenham. 
 

“ I Believe…..” This 5th book in the Pilgrim series looks at the core beliefs of the Christian faith as 
expressed in the Creeds. All are welcome - you don’t have to be an expert, or have done any of 
the previous books - just want to learn more about the pilgrimage that is the Christian way of 
life. Includes Tea and cake! 
For more information contact Revd Katherine Valentine 01359 235095 
   

MEMORIAL SERVICES 4th November 2017 
 

All Saints’ Day is on the 1st November and this time of year is traditionally the season when we 
remember and give thanks for the lives of those we have loved who have died. As in previous 
years we will be holding Memorial and Thanksgiving Services across the benefice. During the 
services names will be read out and there will be the opportunity to light a candle in memory of 
each person, whether named or remembered in silence. Refreshments will be served 
afterwards. 
All memorial Service dates and times are: 
St Mary’s Pakenham    3pm (Stowlangtoft names will also be read at this   
     service) 
St Andrew’s Norton    4pm (Tostock names will also be read at this service) 
All Saints Great Ashfield    5pm (Hunston names will also be read at this service) 
 
We will be sending invitations to the families of those for whom we have conducted funerals 
during the last two years. However, all are welcome to come no matter how long ago you were 
bereaved. In that case please let us know if you would like us to include your loved one's name/s 
in the service. Please contact Revd. Katherine Valentine with details (01359 235095). 
(NB these memorial services are not to be confused with the Remembrance Service on  
November 11th when we remember those who died and suffered in war). 
  
  NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
It seems very appropriate this year that Remembrance Day, to commemorate the anniversary 
of the First World War, falls on a Sunday. Having lived in the village all of my life I know how 
important it is to the village, having lost so many for a small village in the two World Wars. 
Going to the lovely church of St. Andrew's and standing quietly to hear the names called out 
followed by the two minutes silence is always very special, reminding us once again of the 
devastation of those families whose loved ones didn't come back. 
 
Also important is the laying of wreaths at the War Memorial, and although it is a little 
damaged, we can still see the names engraved on the stone. We will be joining the United 
Service at the church at 10.45am, and would like to see anybody who can make it at 10am at 
the War Memorial to give thanks to God and to those who died for our freedom. 



ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP  
www.elmswell-history.org.uk 
Wesley Hall, School Rd, Elmswell IP30 9EE - 7.30pm on the second Thursday of each month  
(unless otherwise stated).  Plenty of free on-site parking and disabled access. 
Cost = Members £2 per meeting attended, or £4 for non-members/visitors 
Tel: 01359-242601  
 
Last month, Mervyn Russen gave us a wonderfully informative talk on the First Railway to Ipswich & 
Beyond (including Elmswell), detailing the construction of the tunnel through Ipswich Stoke Hill (with 
some amazing “before” and “after” pictures), the teams of navvies and miners who did the really hard 
graft, as well as the financial backers and engineers who enabled all this to happen.   The main railway 
engineer, Ipswich’s own Thomas Brassey, has recently been honoured with a blue plaque in the town. We 
had a bumper audience to learn all about this local slice of social and economic history, which was much 
appreciated by our speaker. 
  
8th November – “History of local company, Fisons”, illustrated talk by Kelvin Dakin 
Kelvin’s talk will inform us of this famous factory in Bramford, on land first developed in the mid-1800s, 
and now a Grade 2-listed warehouse, said to be Suffolk’s largest listed building.  It was once home to a 
thriving company and workforce in the heart of the county, and is an icon of Suffolk’s industrial past. 
Our December tickets (£3 or £5) will also be for sale that evening. 
  
13th December – “The True Story of Hereward the Wake of Ely”, told in words and music by folk group, 
The Penland Phezants, and will include mention of local king and martyr, St Edmund. 
As always, our December meeting is by advance-purchased ticket only, i.e. none available on the door 
that night, so do buy your ticket (£3 for members, or £5 for visitors) at our November meeting detailed 
above, or ring 01359-242601 for tickets and more details.   
The ticket price includes light seasonal refreshments.  
  
New members are always warmly welcomed at our meetings – just come along to the Wesley Hall on the 
second Thursday each month, for our prompt start at 7.30pm.    You do not need to become a member 
to attend, although it is financially advantageous for you to do so if you plan to attend more than half of 
our meetings per year, the subjects of which are publicised in this newsletter as well as on Elmswell’s 
village notice boards, the library and shop windows.  
 
REMINDERS 
Elmswell’s “lost” WW1 Aerodrome – If you haven’t yet heard our extensive talk on Elmswell’s until-
recently “forgotten” Great War Aerodrome where the Royal Flying Corps were stationed, there are still 
two dates in nearby villages where you can catch this fascinating talk before the end of our four-year 
project.  They are both at 7.30pm - 6th November at Tostock’s St Andrew’s Church (Church Rd, IP30 9PG - 
off A1088), and 21st November at Mendlesham History Group (URC Chapel, Old Market Street, IP14 
5SA).   If you can’t make either of those dates, there will be a display of this project in Elmswell’s St John’s 
Church, 7-11th November (times vary), so do visit that if you can – please ring 01359-242099 for St John’s 
opening hours.  Refreshments will be available at all venues. 
Bury’s WW1 Art Trail to commemorate the centenary of the ending of WW1, features 18 pieces of WW1-
related superb pieces of art, created by local talented artists, which are on display across the town centre 
until Armistice Day, 11th Nov.  See our notice board in the Wesley Hall, pick up a leaflet from Bury’s Tourist 
Information Centres (Cathedral and Apex), or visit  www.ourburystedmunds.com/ww1trail. 
 
  





TOSTOCK PAST AND PRESENT 
  

Thanks to Robert Lenko for sending in 
this photo of the lovely countryside 
around our village. 

  
NORTON UNITED CHARITY 
  
Applications are invited for payment from the Charity.  The Charity Scheme 
states that “income is to be applied for relieving persons’ resident in Norton who 
are in condition of need, hardship or distress”.   
  
Applications forms are available from:   
Mrs. J. Rowland,  
Willowbrook Cottage,  
Ashfield Road,  
Norton,  
IP31 3NN  
(Tel 01359 240915)  
and should be returned by 22nd November 2018.   
  
  
Each application will be considered independently. 
There is no guarantee that every application will be successful. 

Tostock Archives 
Sat 3rd Nov to Sun 4th Nov 10.30am to 4.30pm.  
In conjunction with St Andrew’s Church WW1 Commemorations, the Archives will 
be on display in the Church. 
  
The Lost Aerodrome of Elmswell (1916 - 1919) 
Tuesday Nov 6th at 7.30pm   
Venue - St Andrews Church. 
  
Traditional Songs and Tunes 
Saturday December 1st -  7pm for 7.30pm  The return of “Harbour Lights” 
Venue Village Hall - All Welcome. Tickets £5 at the door. 
(Please bring a plate of food to share & your own drink) 
  
Non-members are always welcome.  
For further information contact  Anthony Scully 01359 270482 email 
a.rod.scully@gmail.com 



Norton is home to West Suffolk RSPCA rescued rabbits. 
 
To see some of our rabbits, please look  at our website 
rspca-westsuffolk.org.uk 
 
 
Or arrange a visit  by phoning   
Deb:  01359 242343 

Norton is home to a number of RSPCA 
rabbits seeking new homes.  
If you would like to adopt a rabbit or 
rehome your rabbit, please look at our 
website: rspca-westsuffolk.org.uk or 
contact Deb on 03003301405. 



LOCAL BUSINESS ADVERTS 



ADRIAN SAYER 
OIL HEATING ENGINEER 

ESTABLISHED 1999 
 

BOILERS AND COMPLETE SYSTEMS 
SERVICED AND REPAIRED 

 
BREAKDOWNS 

ALWAYS A PRIORITY 
 

01359 220119  
07956 094433 



The local solution to  
your motoring needs 

Open 6 days a week. 
 
 

MOT Testing – Tyres – Exhausts – Servicing – 
Bulbs – Diagnostics – Clutches – Cambelts – 
Batteries – Wipers – Mechanical Repairs – 

Wheel Alignment – Loan Car 
 

Friendly and Qualified Staff and much more! 
 

Credit and Debit cards accepted 
 

01359-230097 
 

Andys Auto Fix, Woolpit Road, Norton, IP31 3LU 
 



01359 760117 or 07825 448122

01359 760117 or 07825 448122

Based in Norton, Bury St Edmunds
Services include:

For more information please contact: 
01359 760117 or 07825 448122
Email: info@kingclips.co.uk 
Web: www.kingclips.co.uk

Professional Dog Groomer

01359 760117 or 07825 448122






