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EDITORIAL:

Well, as you can see from the contents, this month there 
is a lot going on in our part of the world! 

Thank you for the amazing photos from Alan Taylor and 
Robert Lenko for this month’s front cover.  Spring is here 
with the snow drops in the Churchyard and a beautiful 
image of the sunset over Norton.  You can see more on 
page 3.  If you have anything suitable for the April issue, 
please send it to nortonmessenger@gmail.com. I will 
always include the pictures that I get – if not on the front 
page, then inside.  We are so lucky to live where we do, 
and it is a pleasure sharing the photos with you.

Please note the advertising email address has changed 
– it is now nortonmessengeradvertising@gmail.com.

If you want to send any contributions for the April issue, 
please send them to me at 
nortonmessenger@gmail.com by 15th March.

Best wishes for the coming month,
Sarah
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Chair: Andrew Burt, - andysautofix@yahoo.com

Vice Chair: Kirsten Fullam – kafullam@outlook.com
Parish Clerk: Jill Rowland – rowland@talk21.com

Monday
Toddlesong for 0-4 years -- 0930-1130 -- Salvation Army Hall
Jo’s fit4all Class -- 1930 -- Village Hall
Foodie Mondays at the Norton Dog.  £10. for 2 courses & £15. for 3 courses from a special menu

Tuesday Carpet Bowls -- 1400 -- Baptist Hall
‘610’ Children’s Club -- 1800-1900 -- Salvation Army Hall (term time only)

Wednesday Zumba -- 1815  & 1930 -- Village Hall

Thursday Lunch Club at the Salvation Army -- 1200-1300

Friday Zumba -- 0915 -- Village Hall

Sunday Norton Adult Football - Contact Aaron (aaron.florian@btinternet.com)

REGULAR VILLAGE EVENTS

PARISH COUNCIL SUMMARY
We are pleased to say we have now got a portable 
speed sign so this should be out and in use over the 
next few weeks in areas of the village which 
currently aren't served by the fixed signs. We are 
also grateful to Paul who has volunteered his time 
to help Andy with maintaining the fixed signs. 

We have received a quote for having the war 
memorial restored and we hope that we will have 
this work carried out in the coming year ready for 
the 100th anniversary of the end of the 1st World 
War. Members of the Parish Council have met with 
the people who are making the new school playing 
field to discuss access for their machinery as they 
want to use the playing field to move fencing etc. 
The Parish Council have also made plans to order a 
Christmas tree as a permanent fixture for the 
village.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Monday 10th April 2017 7.30pm
NORTON  BAPTIST CHURCH

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO 
ATTEND

It is hoped that the District Councillors and County 
Councillor will be in attendance.  It will be your 
chance to question them and the Parish Council or 
comment on matters.  

VILLAGE HALL UPDATES

Works commenced on the toilet renovations at the 
Village Hall on Monday 6th
February and we are pleased to report everything is 
going to schedule.

Once work is complete we will arrange an Open 
Evening where everyone can come and see the 
improvements.  We are also planning a return of the 
popular Pig Racing night – both dates to be confirmed.



FRONT COVER IMAGES

Picture of the snowdrops in 
the churchyard

Sunset looking 
down towards 
Norton from 
Norton Little Green



NORTON AND DISTRICT TWINNING ASSOCIATION

QUIZ NIGHT

31ST MARCH

At
Norton Village Hall

Doors open 7pm quiz starts at 7.30pm

£7.50 per person to include a hot supper

Book your tickets now by phone or ‘e’ mail – details below

OPEN TO ALL –
bring your friends and/or the rest of your quiz team, alternatively just come along and 

join in with others. 

There will be rules, there will be prizes, however, this quiz evening is for fun and for 
everyone. Reserve your tickets by contacting one of the following people: –

Stuart Cracknell 01359 242094, Angela Walton 01359 230049 or Ed Wilson 01359 
240489 OR e mail Jane Williams penrhiwgarn@hotmail.com

Visit by our twinning friends from Muids – May 25th to May 28th

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I would like to use your magazine to praise the service and honesty of Andy's Autos in Norton.
I recently noticed a tyre pressure warning light on my car,  late on a Saturday morning and needed to get it 
checked out as I was due to take my son and his family to Heathrow on the Sunday morning. I live in Tostock
so rang Andy and he told me to bring it in.  He checked all the tyres, found one had slightly low pressure, 
removed it, checked it and finding no leak, replaced it and then advised me about where my digital foot pump 
was. Getting my purse out,I asked him how much I owed him but he said that there was no charge, so 
thanking him profusely I returned home.

About an hour later the doorbell rang and there was Andy with my purse! He had waited a while to see if I 
returned , then found my address and brought it round.

We have often used Andy for our cars and found him to be helpful, professional and providing good value for 
money. However I feel that his service and honesty on this occasion was over and above expectations and I 
would like to praise him and his business, through your magazine. We all too often hear about negative stories 
but I feel we in this area of Suffolk are lucky to have such a wonderful business in Norton .

Sincerely, Kath Lord



NORTON BAPTIST CHURCH

During March, we join at the Baptist Church with all the 

village for the Women's World Day of Prayer on Friday 

3rd: all are invited. We shall also be remembering 

Mothering Sunday on 26th March at 1100; remember 

this is also the day the clocks change forward. 

Our normal Sunday service is held at 1100, Carpet 

Bowls on Tuesday at 1400 and Prayer & Bible study at 

Highfields on Thursday at 1900. You will always be 

welcome to attend any of these meetings: phone 

230093 for further information. 

Speakers for March are:

5th Rev. Richard Edwards

12th Rev Jeff Tunningley

19th Rev Richard Edwards

26th Rev Trish Troughton

SOUP KITCHEN

Thank you to everyone who came along to the Soup 

Lunch in January. Those who came enjoyed a wide 

variety of soups, so many thanks to all the people 

who contributed to its success. The total sum raised 

for the Leprosy Mission was £450, which is an 

excellent result and this will build a new Outpatients 

Department at Purulia Hospital in India. The hospital 

was founded 138 years ago by German Missionaries 

and is always very busy with people coming from 

many miles for treatment. The new department will 

offer somewhere under cover where people can wait 

to be seen in more comfortable surroundings. The 

hospital has always been a beacon of hope for those 

suffering from leprosy, where they are assured of 

being treated with care and compassion. There are 

only two doctors, so a very heavy work load for them 

and their helpers. This money should make life a 

little better for all concerned. NORTON W.I.

I bet you’ve never heard of Norton Space Centre! You 

may laugh,  but we saw a rocket take off from just 

outside the Baptist Church last Monday; ask anyone who 

was there and that is what they will tell you. We saw 

Norton gradually getting smaller and smaller as the 

rocket zoomed up into space until even the earth itself 

was only a speck in the distance! Our speaker, Derek 

Langley, then took us on a tour of the planets in our 

galaxy. We learned how far away in light years they are 

from earth, how large or small they are and what they 

are made of: some gas, some rock, or a mixture of both. 

This was a fascinating subject and Derek was an 

enthusiastic speaker and captured our attention totally. 

Of course, there is still so much to find out about space 

and this is a subject which has enraptured many people 

over the years and will no doubt continue to do so. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday 6th March at 1430 

in the Baptist Chapel Hall adjoining the Chapel. Our 

Speaker will be Mrs Helen Taylor, who will be talking 

about Family History and how to go about finding out 

more about your own family. This is a subject in which 

she has been interested for many years, so we hope to 

learn more in her talk entitled ‘Who’s your Father!’ 

Visitors and new members always welcome for more 

information please phone 01359 233320 and speak to 

the Secretary, Val Ford.



SALVATION ARMY

DATES FOR MARCH

Sunday Services at 1100 & 1800
(Family service/Cafe Church 5th at 1045)
Monday Toddlesong 930 -1130

Tuesday ‘610’ Children’s Club 1800 -1900 
Thursday Lunches 1200 open to all ages
Friday 3rd Games Night 1930
Friday 17th   Craft Night 1900

‘Churches Together’ Songs of Praise
A collection made during this service amounted to 
£120.00, which was donated to the Suffolk Ambulance 
& Rescue Service. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed.

Partners in Mission

During March we especially think about our ‘Partners 
in Mission’, when Salvationists and friends give 
financially to help with the ongoing work of The 
Salvation Amy overseas. Counties partnered with the 
UK territory include Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria and 
Zambia. 
Access to safe water is a major problem in most 
African countries. People share the same water source 
as their livestock which causes major health problems. 
Part of The Salvation Army Mission Statement says 
‘....to serve suffering humanity’. With this in mind, 
some of the money donated by UK Salvationists will be 
used to provide water storage tanks in Ghana, for 
communities deprived of clean drinking water –
something that we take for granted but for so much of 
the world is a real problem.
Our prayer is that by our personal giving we will help 
our fellow Salvationists to build a better and healthier 
life for the future. Despite all the problems and 
obstacles that confront them, they never give up!

For more information about services or events at the 
Army contact 
Captains Andrew & Jackie Jarrold on 01359 240787.
Email: Andrew.jarrold@salvationarmy. org.uk

Jackie.jarrold@savationarmy.org.uk
website: www.nortonsalvationarmy.co.uk

St Andrews Church – Floodlighting

Would you like to celebrate a special event, 
memory or person?

Our historic village church looks beautiful lit up 
at night and you can sponsor the lighting as a 
celebration which is shared with all the village.

The lights will now be on until 0200.

A list of your dedications will be published in 
the Messenger.  

There are still opportunities for sponsorship. 

Only £10 per week.

For details, contact Martin Wood
Email: ali.etal@tiscali.co.uk;
Phone: 01359 242367

Annual Vestry 

&

Annual Parochial 

church meeting 

26th April, 

1930 in St Andrews Church.

For more information, 
please contact Penny 

– 01359 232472



ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH.
(Part of the Benefice of Pakenham, 

Norton & Tostock, with Great Ashfield, 
Hunston & Stowlangtoft)

Priest-in-Charge: Revd. Katherine Valentine 
Tel: 01359 235095 

Email: katherine@kavalentine.plus.com

Our beautiful and ancient church is open daily for 
visitors and for private prayer.

MARCH 2017
1st Ash Wednesday 1000

Holy Communion at Norton
1930
Holy Communion with 
Imposition of Ashes at 

Pakenham

5th 1100 Morning Prayer
12th 1800 Evensong 
19th 0800 Holy Communion

1100 Family Service
26th 0930 MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Family Communion 

MOTHERING SUNDAY - 26TH MARCH
0930  FAMILY COMMUNION
Families of all shapes and sizes are invited to this 
special service to give thanks for and to celebrate all 
the love and care that our mothers have given to us. 
Posies will be given to all mothers and grandmothers 
at the service - bring your Mum!

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 3rd March - Baptist Church 1430 - All welcome.

Deanery Lent Course Film
‘Risen’starring Joseph Fiennes, 
Witness the manhunt that changed the course of 
human history.
Wednesdays in Lent (8th March-5th April) at 1930 in 
The Martin Room at St Mary’s Pakenham.
All welcome. 

LENT 2017 
VILLAGE PRAYER TREE - COME AND ADD YOUR 
PRAYER TO THE TREE

Lent starts on Ash Wednesday (1st March) and goes 
on until Easter and is when we remember how Jesus 
spent 40 days and nights in the desert praying and 
drawing close to God to gain strength for the ministry 
ahead of him.

The church invites everyone to use Lent as a time of 
prayer and reflection, and those of our church 
buildings which are open daily are ideal places to go to 
do this. Everyone in the village is invited to take part, 
whether you go to church or not, or whatever church 
you attend - come at any time suitable to you. 
As last year, in Norton church there will be a PRAYER 
TREE, and some leaf-shaped cards for you to write the 
name of the person or situation that you would like to 
pray for.  It could be a prayer for someone you know, 
or a need that you know about at home or abroad. 
Spend a few moments in the quiet of the church 
praying for that person or situation, and then simply 
tie the leaf onto one of the bare branches. By Easter 
Day we hope the tree will be covered with leaves, 
showing just how many prayers were said, and how 
many people and situations in all parts of the world 
were prayed for during Lent. The prayer leaves will 
then all receive a special blessing at the service on 
Easter Day. 

CONFIRMATION 2017 
This year the Deanery Confirmation will be at Hopton
in September. 
Anyone wishing to be confirmed please get in touch 
with me so we can arrange the necessary preparation, 
which will take place in May and June. If you are 
thinking about confirmation, but not sure what is 
involved, or would just like a chat about it, again, 
please contact me. Katherine.

March
Coffee Morning
Wednesday 15th March 2017

10.30 till 12.00

All welcome for coffee, tea and a chat.

This month, the coffee morning will be
at the home of

Paul and Janet Montague. 
Rimini, Norton Little Green.

All welcome

If anyone wishes 
to host a coffee morning 
in  the future, 
please contact Penny 
– 01359 232472



The article this month contains a couple of odds and 
ends I have stumbled across in the last few months.
The first was a card headed ‘A fit of the blues’ 
relating to a J H W Porter, who styled himself as a 
Lecturer, Speaker and Entertainer, living at ‘The 
Anchorage’, Norton. Luckily, I had heard of this house 
and knew that in the past a captain had lived there so 
I assumed that there would be a Naval connection. 
The house has since been re-named and is now 
called ‘Feld House’ (see Joan Jaggard’s sketch of the 
house in the Talented Norton section). I decided to 
research Mr Porter M.J.I. (Captain I.O.L.F) and find 
out about all the abbreviations on the postcard. The 
card states that he lost his sight on active service and 
was trained in cane work by St Dunstans. It goes on 
to say ‘Born in the Coldstream Guards, served in the 
3rd (V.B.) D.C.O. Middlesex Regiment, 2nd London 
V.D.C., the R.D.C. and Overseas Imperial Legion of
Frontiersmen.
Joseph Henry William Porter was born in the last
quarter of 1869 the son of a serving sergeant in the
Coldstream Guards called John Henry Porter. He
married in about 1890 and had several children, but
what became of his wife I have yet to establish.
He had a short service pre WW1. The VB and DCO
refer to the Volunteer Brigade and Duke of
Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex Regiment). During
WW1 he was in his mid-40s and serving as a motor
driver in the Army Service Corps with the rank of
Private. This operated in wide variety of roles, such as
being attached to the heavy artillery as Ammunition
Columns or Parks, being Omnibus Companies, Motor

Ambulance Convoys, or Bridging and Pontoon 
units. The Overseas Imperial Legion of Frontiersmen 
was a paramilitary organisation which was formed to 
prepare patriots for war. It did not receive 
government recognition and any ranks were nominal 
within the group. Captain Porter fell within this group 
and as a journalist, his family printers, Porter and 
Sons of Peckham Rye were under contract to print 
the journal of the Frontiersmen. He lost his sight 
during the war, but this was a medical condition 
rather than an injury. He was helped by St Dunstans, 
which was established in 1915 to help veterans who 
had loss of sight. After moving to Norton he regularly 
toured, giving talks and raising money for St 
Dunstans. His ‘live in’ housekeeper and driver, Miss 
Margaret Shillito will be remembered by older 
villagers as the organist at St Andrews Church for 
many years. Mr Porter died in 1944 and is buried in 
Norton.
The second was an advertisement for Guy’s of 
Norton from a booklet printed in 1972. The family 
ran a camping and caravan store at the garage. Their 
showroom is now Andy’s Autofix. They moved to 
Risby where they continued to trade under the name 
of Guy’s of Norton. If anyone has any contact with 
the family or has a way that I could contact them I 
would be most grateful. Andy at the garage would be 
a good contact or an email to me 
at bg55599@hotmail.com

A fit of the blues.

DOWN OUR STREET.



A fit of the blues.

John Henry Porter of the Coldstream Guards.

Joseph Henry William Porter

Advert for Guys of Norton. 1972.



TALENTED NORTON. 

In 1982 Mrs Joan Jaggard produced a series of sketches of buildings in Norton. These were printed 
as notelets and sold in aid of Church funds. Here are four of them from The Street.
1 Burt's Farm, now called George Farm.
2 Feld House.
3 Three Poplars.
4 Pond Cottage.



Norton is home to West Suffolk RSPCA 
rescued rabbits.

To see some of our rabbits, please 
look at our website
rspcasuffolk.org.uk

Or arrange a visit by phoning 
Deb:  01359 242343

TOSTOCK PAST AND PRESENT SOCIETY

Society (Venue: Tostock Village Hall)

Our next three meetings all at 1930 are as follows: 

7th March   Mike Levy ‘From Hitler to Hi di Hi’ 
(Rescuing Jewish Children)

From December 1938 to March 1939 the Warner's 
Holiday Camp near Harwich became a temporary home 
for hundreds of child refugees - mostly Jewish boys and 
girls fleeing from Nazi persecution. They came without 
their parents, most of whom they would never see again. 
Mike Levy has done original research into the fascinating 
story of the camp, its children and those who looked 
after them. 

4th April Alison Brain   ‘Funding and Supporting a 
Ugandan Orphanage’

Alison Brain is a Paediatric nurse at West Suffolk 
Hospital, who has also spent the last nine years visiting, 
fundraising and supporting an orphanage in a far off 
land. One of her many fundraising efforts follows the 
Kampalan women’s example of making and selling 
beautiful beads.

2nd May Georgette Vale ‘Julian of Norwich & 
Margery Kempe: 2 Medieval Mystics’

This entertaining evening enlightens & entertains by 
exploring the lives & devotions of these two remarkable 
women. Julian was the first Authoress and Margery 
wrote the first Autobiography in the English language. 
We shall share their visions and take a journey through 
their books
Non-members are always welcome.
For further information contact Anthony Scully 
01359270482, email: a.r.scully@btinternet.com

BURY ST EDMUNDS FARMERS MARKET
The Traverse, Bury St Edmunds 

Sunday March 12th

10am – 4pm

Following its hugely successful pre-Christmas launch, 

Bury St Edmunds’ new Farmers’ Market will be back on 

the Traverse in the centre of town on Sunday March 

12th

A line-up of the area’s finest producers will be delighting 

shoppers with their top quality local produce, including 

Wooster’s Bakery who will be showcasing their brand

new ‘Bury Loaf’ especially created for the farmers 

market, The Beehouse Honey Company will be back with 

their Bury St Edmunds honey as well as The New England 

Boar Company, Truly Traceable Pies, Casey’s cakes and 

new stalls selling traditional English puddings, Suffolk 

pork and gluten free products from Madame Sunshine. 

Everything that is sold will have been produced by the 

person selling at the market giving the customer the 

opportunity to meet the producer face to face, with the 

vast majority based within a 30 mile radius of the town. 

Nothing will have travelled further than 50 miles so it 

really is buying local at its best!

The December market resulted in an overwhelmingly 

positive response from locals, visitors, traders and shop 

owners and we are delighted that the market will be 

returning on the second Sunday of every month from 

10am – 4pm with the dates for the first six months of 

2017 as follows:

12th March

9th April

14th May

11th June

9th July

13th August

We look forward to seeing you there!



AUTOBIOGRAPHY

The autobiography of Mrs Kate Taylor, Part 2.

When I was about seven we moved back to Pakenham 
Street and that was the end of The Salvation Army. We 
children were sent to Church and Sunday School. It was 
after we moved back to Pakenham that I really got to 
know my sister Nelly. New clothes for us were an 
unheard of luxury. Mother mentioned that Nelly had 
had a new dress made and I was so anxious to see this 
new dress that I walked to meet her when it was her 
Sunday afternoon to come home. She was allowed 
home one Sunday in four. It was a little grey dress 
trimmed with black baby velvet, such a trim little 
figure. After a few years, Nelly left the farm and went 
to another village, to the vicarage. She wasn’t able to 
visit home so often - it was too far away. Her wage was 
three shillings a week, paid monthly. However, on one 
occasion when she came home, it was wonderful. She 
came home with a Swiss roll which the cook had been 
specially told to bake for Nelly to bring home to us. It 
was the first we had ever seen and no other has ever 
tasted as good since.

Ethel was still at school at the time of Queen Victoria’s 
Diamond Jubilee in 1897. Sir Walter Greene gave the 
school children a treat in the Park and, although I was 
under school age, I was allowed to go to the fete. We 
were driven to the Park in a two–horse farm wagon. 
There were games, races and a meal in a big marquee, 
at which we all thanked Sir Walter and Lady Greene 
and sang “God Save the Queen”. After the meal I went 
with Ethel and another girl of her age in the Swinging 
Boat, sitting in the bottom between their feet. After a 
few swings I was violently sick and that was the end of 
the Diamond Jubilee for me. Poor Ethel, the one time 
she could have had some real fun, she was tied up with 
a troublesome little four year old.

I remember the period when my father was a political 
agent. It was then that I really learned to write. Father 
wrote beautifully, but very slowly. I could write quickly 
and fairly clearly, so when he had speeches or reports 
to write, he would dictate them to me to write out for 
him. Likewise, when he was made ganger of the sheep 
shearing gang on the death of his cousin, I would make 
out his estimates to farmers and the accounts to the 
rest of the gang. I learned far more from my father 
than I ever did at school. I not only loved my father, I 
admired him. He was very strict and never punished 
severely or without cause. Honesty and truthfulness 
had to be strictly observed.

My mother was such a good, humble little woman. 
Although I loved her and pitied her, I caused her much 

heartache because I was always a rebel, but I knew I 
could depend on her love and support. If I was caned at 
school, which very frequently happened, mother was 
as hurt as if she herself had been caned. Father would 
just say, “You go to school to learn and do as you are 
told; if you don’t you must accept the consequences.” 
One occasion, I remember in particular, I was on my 
hands and knees having been given the task of 
scrubbing the entrance steps to the school when Lady 
Edith Thornhill from ‘The Lodge’, came along. Of 
course, I should have got up, stood to attention and 
curtsied. I didn’t, I just got on with the job I’d been 
given. Lady Thornhill had to walk round my feet. Poor 
mother was very concerned and said, “Kate, you should 
have got up and curtsied to Her Ladyship. You know 
you must show respect to your betters.” Needless to 
say Lady Thornhill reported me to the Head Master, Mr 
Henry Bourne. Next morning I was hauled out in front 
of the whole school for all the children to see what 
happened to girls who didn’t respect their betters. I 
was given six strokes of the cane across each hand with 
the full weight of his arm behind each stroke and then 
two strokes across the shoulders for good measure. 
Then he said to me, “Perhaps that will teach you to 
respect your betters”, but I just resolved never ever to 
curtsey to Lady Thornhill again under any 
circumstances. I didn’t mind the caning, but it affected 
my sister who, like my mother, was very humble and 
sensitive.

It was the way of things in those days. The following is 
a quotation from Pakenham – Village of Two Mills with 
reference to Sir Walter Greene.  “He was created a 
baronet in 1900, and became the "Sir Walter", a 
benevolent though stern landlord, who still lives in the 
memory of a few of the older residents of Pakenham 
and Thurston. They remember how they were 
reprimanded by the Agent if by any chance they 
omitted to raise their caps or curtsey when Sir Walter 
or his lady passed by in their carriage, or on horseback. 
All village children were expected to do likewise, and 
their parents, if they were workers on the estate, were 
threatened with dismissal if their children were 
persistent offenders in failing to acknowledge their 
benefactors.

“Every tenant was expected to vote for the 
Conservative cause. There was one instance, which can 
be recalled, where an estate employee, who openly 
boasted that he voted for the Liberal candidate, was 
immediately given a week's notice to quit his 
employment and vacate his cottage by the Agent.”



Mother taught us all to sew, but as there were fewer of 
us at home and she had more time. She taught me to 
knit and crochet as well. At school the headmaster’s 
wife, Mrs Sarah Bourne, was in charge of the 
needlework class. She would never allow me to do 
anything worthwhile. I was given oddments of wool to 
knit, pull apart and reknit – the same with needlework, 
just odds and ends to stitch, unpick and re-stitch. One 
afternoon, having taken the same little piece of calico, 
sewn, unsewn and resewn for the sixth time, I just threw 
it on her desk, jumped the seat and was out through the 
door and vaulting the playground wall and away home. I 
had just explained to mother when two of the bigger 
boys arrived to take me back. I flatly refused to go back. 
Of course, father had to be told and he just said, “Take 
your punishment – it’s the penalty for being a bright 
pauper.” The headmaster kept me standing in front of 
the class for an hour before caning me and again it was 
six severe strokes on each hand, and as I faced him he 
gave me a severe cut on the back of each hand, 
shouting, “Cry, damn you, cry.” I merely smiled, knowing 
I had beaten him. He enjoyed inflicting pain, but I hadn’t 
given him the satisfaction of knowing just how much he 
had hurt me. I accepted the fact I was from a pauper’s 
family, but I wasn’t the cause of such pauperism. Why 
should I cry? Margery did - she was most affected by 
seeing me hurt. Margery left school before she was 
thirteen, and went as a general servant at the local 
grocer’s shop. The snobbery of those days was 
unbelievable. The woman couldn’t afford a servant and 
paid only one shilling (5p) a week as a wage, and mother 
had to do Margery’s washing. Poor Margery was 
overworked and underfed and her living and sleeping 
quarters were dark and damp. Margery was allowed 
home for two hours, once a week. One evening when 
she came home she let her hands fall in her lap and said 
to mother, “I feel just like that.” Mother could see that 
she was ill. I was sent to the shop to tell Mrs Twitchett
that Margery was not well and could not return that 

evening, to which the wretched woman replied, “Tell 
her to be early in the morning.” However, she was too ill 
to get up in the morning and I was sent to Ixworth to 
Doctor Gelston . He gave me a bottle of physic for her, 
which I’m convinced was nothing more than Epsom 
Salts. He never came to see her and within ten days she 
was dead. Father went for a death certificate from the 
doctor and to the relieving officer for an order for a 
parish coffin. The doctor signed the certificate citing 
diphtheria as the cause of death, but he hadn’t even 
seen her. We all knew it was pneumonia. Because of the 
doctor’s statement of diphtheria, the coffin was not 
allowed into the church. There were just committal 
prayers at the graveside. After these had been said, 
mother looked Rev. C. W. Jones straight in the face and 
said, “You have kept her out of church; you can’t keep 
her out of heaven!”

Mother was very upset for a long time after the loss of 
Margery, (her 13th child, 13 years old, on the 13th of 
the month at the 13th hour of the day: 13 December 
1902), the shame of a pauper’s funeral, and her own 
daring to speak up to one of her ‘betters’ without even 
curtseying. I, in my impotent ignorance, thought, “What 
does it matter about going into church? If she hadn’t 
have had to work so hard for that ignorant woman she 
wouldn’t have died.”

To be continued.



Many thanks to all of those who entered the Norton Pre-School Valentines  “guess the ballons
in the car” fundraiser.  

The answer was 126 ballons.
We are pleased to announce the winner of  the adult hamper is DAVID GRAY.

The winner of the childrens hamper is LIZA WARREN
Congratulations to the both of you. Enjoy!

Special thanks to Andy at Andys Autofix for the weeks loan of the car
Palmers Bakery, Haughley for their prize donations

Cote Brasserie, Bury St Edmunds for the very generous meal voucher.

Easter Bazaar
At Norton Village Hall 

18th March 
10am – 1pm

Join us and support local stall holders
Entry : £1.00

We’re going on an egg hunt

In our pre-school garden
Bring your baskets & Have a look round the pre-school

10 – 11.30
Entry : £0.50

All proceeds raised go to the pre-school



stone 7 LOST *

*  The weight lost and time frames are particular to this slimmer. 
Everyone’s weight loss journey is unique to them.

Sole Source

          CWP Product† 3 4 3 2 2 1 1

          Breakfast - - - 150kcal 200kcal 200kcal Your weight loss 
now becomes 

weight 
management.

We recommend 
eating a healthy 
diet of around 

1500kcal+ 
per day and 

keeping active.

          Lunch - - - Salad Salad 400kcal

          Dinner - - 200kcal 400kcal 400kcal 500kcal

          Bonus - - - - 100kcal 100kcal

          Milk - - †† 200ml 300ml 300ml

Step 1A

My life

2 3 4 5 61B

The Cambridge Weight Plan Steps

 Enjoy breakfast, lunch and dinner as it suits you, at any time.

†  Every one of our meals is approximately 200kcal.

††   You can choose to add a small amount of skimmed milk in 
tea of coffee while you are on Step 2. To help you decide, 
50ml of skimmed milk is around 18kcal.

Simple Steps to 
a new you

Katy Sambrook  
07843 442 988  

lifestyle.change@outlook.com 
https://www.facebook.com/CWPKatySambrook/ 
www.cambridgeweightplan.com/KatyS 



The local solution to 
your motoring needs

Open 6 days a week.

MOT Testing – Tyres – Exhausts – Servicing –
Bulbs – Diagnostics – Clutches – Cambelts –
Batteries – Wipers – Mechanical Repairs –

Wheel Alignment – Loan Car

Friendly and Qualified Staff and much more!

Credit and Debit cards accepted

01359-230097

Andys Auto Fix, Woolpit Road, Norton, IP31 3LU

ADRIAN SAYER
OIL HEATING ENGINEER

ESTABLISHED 1999

BOILERS AND COMPLETE SYSTEMS 
SERVICED AND REPAIRED

BREAKDOWNS
ALWAYS A PRIORITY

01359 220119 
07956 094433

West Suffolk Counselling 

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELLING SERVICE
Confidential counselling service to help with 
relationship problems, anxiety, depression, day to day 
difficulties or any personal issue you may be facing. 

Registered member of the United Kingdom 
Council for Psychotherapy
Walsham-le-Willows

Phone: 07792 635057
Email: westsuffolkcounselling@gmail.com
www.westsuffolkcounselling.co.uk

mailto:westsuffolkcounselling@gmail.com


Bury Bathroom 
Kitchen & Tile Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                         

sales@burybathroomcentre.co.uk 

7 Enterprise Park, 
Etna Road, Bury St 
Edmunds, IP33 1JZ 

01284 762190 

Supply Only or Fitting Service 
available 

Huge range 
of products  

Excellent 
service  

Fantastic 
Prices 







Tostock Toddlers is run 
from the Village Hall in 
Tostock on Tuesdays 

(except the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month) 

in term time.

Tostock Toddlers
Come and join us for lots of fun.  We have a wide selection of toys and books out 
each week.  There is always at least one activity, these range from paint, glue 
etc. to icing biscuits and cakes.  These will normally be themed round the time of 
year or celebrations.  Refreshments and snacks are also provided.

First session is free then it's 
just £1.20 per family.

10am – 11.30am




